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Mental illnesses and substance abuse are major causes of homelessness, child abuse and neglect, crime,
unemployment, poverty and poor educational attainment. The Florida Council for Community Mental
Health and the Florida Alcohol Drug and Abuse Association recently announced the formation of "5000
Friends of Florida Families", a grassroots coalition of people who support mental health and substance
abuse services. This coalition was built on the idea that every family deserves a place to turn when a
mental health or addictions crisis and that the State of Florida has a responsibility to ensure every family
has a place to run in a mental health or addictions crisis. (See attached Press Announcement).
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Mayor McCoy
RESOLUTION NO. - 2006

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA,
SUPPORTING 5000 FRIENDS OF FLORIDA FAMILIES.

WHEREAS, every day, mental illness and addictions affect thousands of families across
Florida; and

WHEREAS, affordable treatment of mental illness and addictions is not within every
family’s reach; and

WHEREAS, Florida ranks 47" in funding for mental health treatment and 35" in
addiction funding; and

WHEREAS, by funding Florida's responsibility for community mental health and
addictions services, the Legislature can clearly declare its commitment to our children, elderly

and working poor; and

WHEREAS, community based mental health and addiction services are a critical part of
our statewide health care system; now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED BY the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Florida, that:

Section 1. The Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Florida, supports the
5000 Friends of Florida Families.

Section 2. All citizens are called upon to sign a pledge card supporting families in crisis.
Section 3. This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County,
Florida, at a regular meeting of the Board this 19" day of April, 2006.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA

Attest: Danny L. Kolhage
By:

Mayor/Chairman
By:

Clerk MONROE COUNTY ATTORNEY

APPROVED AS TO-FORM:

ZANNE A, HUTTON

COUNEY AT
Date
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Formation of 5000 Friends of Florida Families Announced

Press Announcemen:.

January 31, 2006
For immediate release

For more information,
contact Joanna Bonfanti (850) 224-6048

Formation of 5000 Friends of Florida Families Announced

Today, the Flonida Council for Community Mental Health (FCCMH) and the Florida Alcohol Drug and
Drug Abuse Association (FADAA) announces the formation of 5000 Friends of Florida Families, a
grassroots coalition of people who support mental health and substance abuse services. Built on the idea
that every Florida family deserves a place to turn when in a mental health or addiction crisis, 5000
Friends supports affordable mental health and addictions treatment.

Mental illnesses and substance abuse are major causes of homelessness, child abuse and neglect, crime,
unemployment, poverty and poor educational attainment. “The 5000 Friends of Florida Families believe
that the State of Florida has a responsibility to ensure every family has a place to turn in a mental health
or addictions crisis. Families in a crisis deserve affordable care, particularly families with children, the
elderly and the working poor,” states Bob Sharpe. President and CEO of FCCMH.

Concerned Floridians who want to join 5000 Friends of Florida Families are asked to sign a simple
pledge of support. It reads:

[ believe every Florida family deserves a place to turn in a crisis. | recognize mental ilinesses and
addictions contribute to job loss, failure in school, divorce, abuse and trouble with the law.

1 pledge to support high quality and affordable mental health and addiction services for all Florida
families.

A copy of the pledge and a sign-up form to become a member of 5000 Friends of Florida Families can
be found at the organization’s website: www.5000Ftiends.org.

Each person who signs up will receive a 5000 Friends lapel pin to wear as a symbol of support. “When
members of 5000 Friends wear their pins to public events and meetings, we hope it will frigger
conversations about Florida's need to make mental health and addiction treatment more accessible and
affordable to families in a crisis,” said John Daigle, Executive Director of FADAA.

hitp://www.5000friends.org/index.cfm/referet/content.contentltem/1D/408/item/1 76/ 4/6/2006
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5000 Friends

Please sign in to continue...

E-mail address

| E-mail address:

... or Sign Up for 5000 Friends
A Pledge To Florida's Families

I believe every Florida family deserves a place to turn in a crisis. I recognize mental

illnesses and addictions contribute to job loss, failure in school, divorce, abuse and
trouble with the law.

[ pledge to support high quality and affordable mental health and addiction services
for all Florida families.

hitp://www.5000friends.org/index.cfm/referer/member.signinForm/ID/49/ 4/6/2006



Name and e-mail address
| First name:
l Last name:
| E-mail address:

Organization:

Contact information
Phone number:

| Address:

| city:
| state:

l Zip code:

Privacy preferences

Legislative outreach:

Receive e-mail:

- Select a state —

@ Yes, You have my permission to use my name in
your Legislative outreach efforts.

> No. thanks
® Yes, | want to be informed by e-mail of

developments that affect the quality of mental health
and addictions services available to Florida families.

i_: No, thanks

[ Join 5000 Friends |

Fields marked in red are required.

http://www_ 5000{riends.org/index.cfm/referer/member.signInForm/1D/49/ 4/6/2006





